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On the Development of Chomsky' s Linguistic Theory

Chu Jun
UESTC  Chengdu 610054

Abstract Chomsky’ s generative linguistics which came into being in the 1950" s is regarded as undoubtedly the most dynamic and
influential in linguistics much like the Darwinian revolution in biology. This article from a diachronic approach attempts to trace the
evolutionary processes of each theoretical model and demonstrate how Chomsky together with other generativists in the scientific search of the
essence of human language has been trying to establish a best minimalist and perfect theoretical system of generative linguistics about the
universal grammar of human language in order to provide the reader with some viewpoints of formalism in linguistic research.
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