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Ideology and Utopia: On Westerners’ Construction of
the Image of China as the “Other”

YU Bo
(University of Electronic Science and Technology of China Chengdu 610054 China)

Abstract In image studies, the formation of foreign images is a process of self-realization and
self-confirmation of a certain cultural identity, which is achieved by means of the descriptions of others. There are
two kinds of tendency in the formation of foreign images: ideology and utopia. They are essentially social
imaginations and cultural statements of others, which cannot be completely exact but just inflect the views and
thoughts of foreign-image builders. A kind of cultural egoism is always embodied in these views and thoughts. In
addition, this cultural egoism also can be found in the construction process of Western image of China.

Key words foreign images; ideology; utopia; egoism
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