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Textual Grid and Cultural Reconstruction
——A Diachronic Review of Three Translations of 4 Psalm of Life

HUANG Jin
(Beijing Normal University Beijing
FENG Wen-kun
(University of Electronic Science and Technology of China Chengdu 610054 China)

100875 China)

Abstract Longfellow’s 4 Psalm of Life has undergone repeated translation and interpretation. Choosing
three representative versions for diachronic comparison, this study tries to clarify the misreading and mistranslation,
examine the textual-grid evolutions, and discuss effects of both traditional and modern poetic forms adopted in
translation. Attention is paid to the influence of aesthetic values and human ideals in different times and spaces on
the way a text is translated, and how the cultural landscape connoted in the original poem is reconstructed in the
target culture.

Key words textual grid; cultural reconstruction; A Psalm of Life; Longfellow; translation
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