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A Jade from Other Mountain: On Stephen Owen’s
Translation and Interpretation of Chinese Ancient Literary Theory
—Taking Chinese Literary Theory: English Translation
with Criticism as Example

GAO Chao
(Shanxi Normal University Linfen 041004 China)

Abstract Stephen uses the method of literal translation in Owen Readings in Chinese Literary Thought ,
which generates a more objective representation of the original style, makes up the accuracy and profundity of the
missing translation of the text supplemented by explanations and notes, and lastly quotes, proves and compares one
another among the text, the history of the forming of the text and the history of the text interpretation in order to
interpret the text with a reasonable imagination of history and comb and discuss the historical changes of traditional
Chinese literary theory and literary criticism in the broad context of cultural history.

Key words Stephen Owen; Readings in Chinese Literary Thought; translating and interpreting
simultaneously; quoting and proving each other between literary and history; a comparison between Chinese
poetics and western poetics
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