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Creative or Constrictive: a Comparative Study on
Hermeneutic Ideas between Heidegger and Eco

DONG Li-yun
(Jimei University Xiamen 361021 China)

Abstract Two schools of Hermeneutics, rational and irrational, have run counter to each other ever since its
birth, which has led to two opposing views on interpretation, they are creative and constrictive. As the two most
eminent representatives of Hermeneutics, Heidegger and Eco have shared some views on interpretation, to put
creation and constriction on equal footing. Life World and Cultural World is the constant source of creative
interpretation; existence and textual intention set the limits of interpretation; still, mysticism in their ideas cast
shadow on their original intention to eliminate the conflicts between creation and constriction.

Key words creation; constriction; life world and cultural world; existence and constriction; mysticism.
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