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=5 FMHHISH
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Kbk, PAREIF AU KR AT RE 20 A 1 X 4 2
JE R B ZE B R R, B AR AN AN, AN
Gy AL IR 7 A R AR
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Digital Economy, Spatial Effects and Urban-Rural

Residential Consumption Gap

HAN Gang LI Chong
(Anhui University of Finance and Economics Bengbu 233030 China)

Abstract Narrowing the urban-rural residential consumption gap is the major means of promoting domestic
circulation of China, and the inevitable requirement of achieving common prosperity. Based on China’s provincial
panel data from 2011 to 2020, this paper analyses digital economy’s impact, its internal mechanism and spatial
spillover effects on the urban-rural residential consumption gap. This paper finds that, digital economy can
effectively narrow the urban-rural residential consumption gap, but the narrowing effects have significant
consumption type and rural human capital heterogeneities. Specifically, compared to urban-rural survival-oriented
consumption gap, digital economy can effectively narrow the urban-rural developing and hedonic consumption
gap; compared to areas with low rural human capital, digital economy’s narrowing effects on the urban-rural
residential consumption gap are more obvious in areas with higher rural human capital. Based on internal
mechanism, digital economy can narrow the urban-rural consumption gap by promoting the rural industrial
revitalization and narrowing the urban-rural digital divide. Further spatial econometrics analysis shows that digital
economy can also narrow the urban-rural residential consumption gap in surrounding areas through spatial spillover
effects. Therefore, it is recommended to narrow the digital economy development gap between regions, shore up
the digital weak links of rural industries and bridge the urban-rural digital divide to enhance digital economy
development’s narrowing effects on the urban-rural residential consumption gap.

Key words digital economy; urban-rural residential consumption gap; rural industrial revitalization; digital divide;
spatial econometrics
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